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At the opening of the next session (1888) the House took
up the task of reform and disposed of the Government
programme with a speed quite unusual in such matters.
On the 24th of February priority over all other business
was conceded to discussion of the reform of the rules. At
the same sitting the first resolution, which effected an entire
change in the division and arrangement of the sittings, was
discussed and adopted ; it now, in a form much altered by
recent changes, constitutes Standing Order i.1

As part of the scheme of the first resolution an important
step was taken by the House in a matter which had long
occupied the minds of procedure reformers: the Speaker
was directed to close the sitting regularly at i a.m. without
any question put, except in certain specified cases. An
essentially new feature, an automatic close of the sitting
without the consent of the majority, was thereby introduced
into parliamentary procedure.

The new order took effect immediately. On the 28th of
February the strength of last year's closure provisions was
intensified by the reduction to 100 of the number of mem-
bers needed to make a closure resolution effective. On the
same day the third of the series of resolutions \vas taken
into consideration and passed after a short debate. Its
terms now constitute Standing Order 18, and deal with the
disciplinary procedure upon any disorderly conduct by a
member.

The chief question which was raised upon this rule, and which led to
some debate, was whether a suspended member was to be excused from
serving upon committees, more particularly upon select committees on
private bills. It was correctly argued by several speakers that, if he were
so excused, suspension might in some cases afford a refractory member a
very pleasant holiday from parliamentary work ; it was therefore decided
to retain the former practice, i.e., that suspension should not release a
member from the duty of attending committees upon which he had been
placed.

The same sitting also saw the adoption of the rules which
are now contained in Standing Orders 5, 19 and 23 ; they
deal with the following subjects : (a) priority of Government

1 For the text of the standing order as settled in 1888, see Appendix.
Cf. Annual Register, 1888, pp. 45 sqq.